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How we teach Speaking and Listening 
 

The aim is for children to communicate their thoughts, ideas and opinions clearly and 
succinctly, as well as listening to and reflecting on the ideas of others.  
We encourage children to turn-take in conversations and adapt their speech to a range of 
situations and audiences. 
  
The children are encouraged through drama activities (and in many other curriculum areas) to 
investigate and experiment with movement, speech, space, physical objects and sound. They may be 
told to mime situations in drama to increase inventiveness and to develop non-verbal communication 
skills. 
 
Through group work the children’s skills for negotiating and decision-making are developed e.g. role 
play, mime, and puppetry. 
 
The children are encouraged to offer a personal response to the performances of others, e.g. other 
pupils, amateur and professional groups. 
 
Speaking and Listening is promoted through assemblies, Circle Time, Show and Tell, discussions, turn-
taking, role-play activities, hot-seating, P4C sessions (in which children discuss morals, philosophy and 
develop thinking skills),, improvisation and debating opportunities. 
 
 
 
 

How we teach Reading 
 

We aim for the children to be able to read fluently and accurately for pleasure. To become 
fluent readers with the skills to access, engage with and enjoy a wide range of texts. We 
encourage children to hear, share and discuss a wide range of quality books to develop a 
love of reading and broaden their vocabulary.  
 
We encourage children to read voluntarily for pleasure and to develop the ability to read fluently and 
with understanding. 
 
We teach the children about different styles of reading material; fairy tales, reports, animal stories, 
stories from a range of cultures etc. 
 
In Year 1, the children have a 20 minute Phonics lesson each day. In these lessons, they learn about 
letters and sounds so that, by the end of Key Stage 1, they have developed fluent word reading skills. 

 
In Guided Reading sessions children are involved in lots of discussion, reflection and questioning about 
the text. They follow the same text in groups with an adult to support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
How we teach Writing 

 
Children are taught to match their writing style to different audiences and purposes and to 
regard themselves as ‘writers’.  
  
We aim for the children to write independently and to develop their ability to write in a wide range of 
genres, both fiction and non-fiction.  
Pupils are encouraged to collect ideas for writing by thinking out loud using ‘Think it, speak it, write it, 
check it’ to ensure that their meaning is clear. 
Children in Year 1 are reminded to use finger spaces, full stops and capital letters. They are taught 
about “WOW” words, which are exciting and ambitious adjectives used to make their writing more 
interesting. 
 
The daily Phonics lessons in Year 1 help children to sound out words as they are writing so that, by the 
end of Key Stage 1, children have a good foundation in spelling and letter writing. 
 
 

Spelling 
 

Our aim is to encourage pupils to become independent and accurate in their spelling. To 
be confident in using a wide vocabulary in their writing and to be aware of the difference 
between spoken dialect and written Standard English. 
 
Daily Phonics lessons teach children the skills they need to break or segment words into sounds when 
they are spelling. The “Look, Cover, Write, Check” method of spelling is also a good visual approach to 
the learning of spelling when faced with tricky words (common exception words) which are difficult to 
sound out (e.g. said, because). 
 
Children often have Word Banks on their tables during Literacy lessons. These are to help them with 
their spellings in class and children are always encouraged to ‘sound out’ words.  
 
 

Grammar 
 

In year 1, children should begin to use some distinctive features of Standard English in 
their writing.  
 
We encourage children to punctuate sentences using finger spaces, capital letters and a full stop, 
question mark or exclamation mark.  
 
Children practise using capital letters in the correct places, such as for names of people, places, days of 
the week and the personal pronoun I.  
 
They are taught to join words and sentences together using and. 

 
 

Handwriting  
 

Children in year 1 should be aiming to print all lower and upper case letters, and numbers 0-9, in the 
correct direction, starting and finishing in the correct place. Every pupil should develop a clear, legible 
style that is capable of being written at reasonable speed. Pupils may begin to join some letter groups 
by the end of year 1. 
 



 
Ways for you to help your child at home… 
 
Speaking and Listening: 
 
Encourage expression when your child is talking and engage them in talk about topics they enjoy. Get 
them to justify their opinions. 
Try to get them to follow multi-step instructions or repeat information you have told them.  
Many games involve thinking about the meaning of words, drama or spelling. There are many child 
friendly versions, including: 

 Children’s Scrabble 
 Pictionary 
 20 Questions 
 Eye Spy 
 Guess Who 
 ‘Yes/No game’ 
 ‘I went to the shops and I bought’ etc. 
 Snap and grouping picture cards and names. 
 

Reading:                  
 

 Encourage your child to develop a passion for reading. Encourage them to share comics, 
magazines, poems, bedtime stories and information books with others. 

 Have a look at the front cover of a book and predict what might happen.  
 Have regular discussions with your child about what they have read.  Ask them a variety of 

questions about the text.  For example, Opinions - Do you like this word the author has 
chosen? Why?   Who is your favourite character? Why? Can you find any good describing 
words? Where is the word ______?  

 Look at illustrations (read the picture) and ask them to put a story to the picture. 
 Encourage them to read with expression/voices. 
  ‘Sound words out’ together by breaking words down into sounds e.g. fish = f – i – sh. 
 Practise contractions such as, I’m, I’ll, it’s etc…  
 Whenever your child encounters a new word, discuss and share the meaning of it.   
 Point out punctuation. 
 Ask your child to read labels in shops, names of shops, posters etc. when you are out and 

about. 
 Allow your child to read their school book several times to build their fluency and confidence.  
 

Writing: 
 

 Encourage your child to collect ideas for writing by thinking out loud first. 
 Remind your child to use capital letters and full stops to create sentences. 
 Help your child to form each letter fluently when they are writing. They should start on the line 

and ‘lead out’ of every letter which will make joining letters together much easier at a later 
stage. 

 Give them a reason for writing – thank-you letters for Birthday and Christmas presents, writing 
to relatives, making instructions for junk modeling activities, writing recipes etc. 

 During school holidays, encourage your child to keep a diary (aim for a couple of sentences a 
day). This will help to avoid the “holiday dip” many children experience after a long time 
without writing.                              

                                                                                                       



 
Here is a list of the high frequency words Reception children are expected to recognise by the end of 
the year. They need to know these, even to tackle very simple texts. 

I go come went up you day was 

look are the of we this dog me 

like going big she and they my see 

on away mum it at play no yes 

for a dad can he am all  do 

is cat get said to in  his her  

your some where there friend school house here 

 
There are approximately 150 words to be learned between Years 1 and 2. By the end of Year 2, pupils 
should be able to read and spell all these words easily, in and out of context. 
Year 1 to 2 
about can't girl laugh old should water 

after child good little once sister way 

again children gold live(d) only so were 

an class got love one some what 

any climb grass made or steak when 

another clothes great make our sugar where 

as cold had man out sure who 

ask could half many over that whole  

back did has may path their wild 

ball do have mind plant them will 

bath don't help money parents then with 

be dig her more pass there would 

beautiful door here most past these you 

behind down him move people they your 

because even his Mr poor three  

bed every hold Mrs pretty time  

been everybody home much prove today  

boy eye hour must push told  

 

 
 

 

Plus 
 Days of the week 
 Months of the year 
 Numbers to twenty 
 Common colour words 
 Pupil's name and address 
 Name and address of school 

 


